. Hybridization was carried out (6); as a control probe, we used Staphylococcus aureus chlorampheni- col acetyltransferase probe, which is of similar length. This probe yielded a distribution of silver grains in the lamina propria similar to that produced by the specific HDC probes, but labeling in the basal parts of gastric glands did not occur (Fig. 1B) . Only single histamine-or HDC-immunoreactive cells have been shown to be present in the lamina propria of the rat stomach (2, 9) . In an attempt to localize H2 receptors in the rat stomach, we prepared 50-nucleotide oligomers that were complementary to different regions of the human H2 receptor (10) . The same probes in sense orientation were used as control probes. The probes were labeled with terminal transferase (6) . There was essentially no difference in the distribution of silver grains in sections hybridized with probes in antisense or sense orientation (Fig. 1, C and D). Silver grains had accumulated thickly in the lamina propria, but they were also scattered throughout the mucosa. These results suggest that cells in the lamina propria of the rat stomach bind some 35s-labeled oligonucleotides nonspecifically.
Mezey and Palkovits describe (11) 
